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TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TSPA, GE, UR 
SUBJECT: GDR SPACE FLIGHT 

REF: BERLIN 5500. 

1 . GDR MEDIA HAVE PULLED OUT ALL STOPS IN THEIR COVERAGE 
OF 'THE FIRST GERMAN IN SPACE, A CITIZEN OF THE GDR." 

SPECIAL EDITIONS OF NEUES DEUTSCHLAND AND OTHER DAILIES 
HAVE BEEN DEVOTED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY TO THE SPACE SHOT 
AND GDR TELEVISION AND RADIO BROADCASTS HAVE BEEN FILLED 
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WITH NEWS OF THE EVENT AND PREPARED MATERIAL ON THE GDR 
COSMONAUT. THE ANNOUNCEMENT ON TELEVISION AND RADIO 
ON SATURDAY WAS THE FIRST OFFICIAL INDICATION TO THE GDR 
PUBLIC THAT THE EVENT WAS TO TAKE PLACE. DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT IT WAS KEPT UNDER WRAPS, THERE HAD CLEARLY BEEN 
AN IMMENSE AMOUNT OF ADVANCE PREPARATION FOR THE ENSUING 
PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN. KIOSKS WERE BLAZONED WITH POSTERS 
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ACCALIMING THE ACHIEVEMENT EVEN BEFORE THE LINK-UP WITH 
SALUT 6. INTERESTED READERS AND VIEWERS ARE BEING PRE- 
SENTED WITH A CONSTANT FLOW OF INFORMATION AND FEATURE 
MATERIAL ON THE GDR COSMONAUT SIGMUND JAEHN AND ON THE 
SPACE PROGRAM. ON SUNDAY, THE EARLY EVENING TV CHILDREN S 
SHOW CONCERNED THE EXPLOITS OF PUPPET COSMONAUTS WEARING 
GDR AND SOVIET EMBLEMS. THE GDR MINT HAS STRUCK A SPECIAL 
MEDAL WHICH WAS BEING SOLD IN EAST BERLIN ALONG WITH 
POSTERS AND OTHER MOMENTOS. 

2. WHILE MUCH OF THE MEDIA COVERAGE HAS CONCENTRATED ON 
THE FRATERNAL COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIET UNION WHICH MADE 
THIS GDR EXPLOIT POSSIBLE, THE INITIAL EMPHASIS IN THE 
TREATMENT IS THAT THE FIRST GERMAN IN SPACE IS FROM THE 

GDR. THIS WAS THE POINT THAT MOST HEADLINE WRITERS MADE 
IN THE SPECIAL EDITIONS THAT CAME OUT LATE SATURDAY 
EVENING. 

3. IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO GIVE A Cl F AR SENSE OF GRASS- 
ROOTS EAST GERMAN FEELINGS ON THIS EVENT. HOWEVER, ONE 
OF THE POSTERS ACCLAIMING THE SPACE SHOT HAD BEEN DEFACED 
WITHIN HOURS OF ITS POSTING BY RIPPING OFF THE PICTURE OF 
THE SOVIET COSMONAUT WHILE LEAVING THE PICTURE OF THE 
EAST GERMAN IN PLACE. BOLEN 
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